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risk. The secular clergy, unlike the Jesuits,
knew how to combine loyalty to their Church
with loyalty to their nation. They and their
followers managed to make a secret agree-
ment, largely through Bancroft, with the
government. The Jesuits, seeing that they
were the weaker party, changed their tone,
and gradually the Homan Catholics accepted
the position of a peaceful, tolerated com-
munion, whom their opponents, with some
discreditable lapses, ceased to suspect and
persecute.

The great majority of the conservatives
became in time acclimatized to their English
worship. The same was the case with most
of the Puritans. In the latter years of
Elizabeth they abandoned their hope of
reconstructing the Church, and acquiesced
in conformity. They found that in the
existing system there was nothing intolerable
to their conscience, provided (as was the case)
that they were allowed to interpret it in their
own way. They adopted clerical dress in
church and abroad, and they followed, often
not very completely, the rubrics of the Prayer
Book. Thus habit was formed, and though
patrons of Puritan mind presented clergy
of the same temper, conformity in a loose
sense became general. This was promoted